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 Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 14th October 2019 7.00pm 
Present 
Cllrs Dickens, R Scott, P Scott, Rose, Coleman. 
Clerk Washbrook 
PCSO Bethany Burdall 
 

 Apologies  

 Cllr Capstick, Cllr Versallion, Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) 

076. Declaration of interest 

 (None) 

077. Approval of minutes from 14th October 2019. 

 The minutes were approved and signed by Cllr Scott. 

078. Public forum 

 10 members of the public were present. 

• It was queried whether the land by the school would be in the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) as it 
has been deemed unsuitable.  Cllr Dickens responded by saying that the Local Plan is not in a 
good state, and that the NP will have to follow along with CBC. 

• Bloom In Hockliffe have been in contact with Leighton-Linslade in Bloom with costings for 
containers. Hockliffe PC would be able to go through Leighton-Linslade in Bloom to get 
containers and plants at trade prices. 

• It was commented about the fantastic work on the Poppies through the village in 
commemoration of Armistice Day. 

• A bush opposite the Harvester is growing very large and blocking the pavement making it 
difficult and potentially dangerous for pedestrians.  

o Action:  contact the owner and politely ask to cut hedge back. 

• HGVs making deliveries to the Kitchen shop on the A5 have been parking on the path, and 
therefore blocking it.  Pedestrians have no choice but to walk onto the A5 to navigate around 
it.  

o Action: check planning permissions to see if HGV parking was applied for. 

• The recovery vehicle parked on the pavement on the A5 opposite the business park is still 
parking there blocking the view when exiting nearby roads leading off the A5.  

o Action: the clerk requested a photograph of the vehicle.  Contact the recovery 
company asking them not to park there. 

• A Mercedes at the end of Manor Avenue is blocking the pathway and parking over a dropped 
curb.  It also parks opposite a T junction. 

o Action??? 

079. Police report. 

 PCSO Bethany Burdass. 

• Theft from vehicles:  There has been a spate of theft from vehicles, some of the vehicles have 
been left unlocked.  Items including cash and buggies have been stolen.  It was advised that 
residents make sure that their vehicles are locked. 

• Criminal Damage: In the past 3 months 4 out of 8 offenders have been arrested for criminal 
damage in Hockliffe. 
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• Burglaries: there have been active patrols by police in the area between 4.00pm and 2.00am 
to try and deter burglaries. 

• Antisocial Behaviour: only one offence has been recorded in the past 3 months. 

• Drug dealing: any concerns can be addressed to PCSO Burdass via email. 

• Homeless people: residents raised concern about a homeless man who has been seen around 
Hockliffe.  The police are aware of the man, who is often seen in Leighton Buzzard town 
centre.  He has been offered shelter, but will not leave his dog, and unfortunately there is not 
anything more that they can do for him. 

080. Central Bedfordshire Councillor Mark Versallion Report. 

 No report was provided. 

081. Matters Arising from the Minutes (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 

 a. Councillor walk round.  This has yet to happen.  It was queried whether Cllr Versallion would be 
able to come along to a walk round the recreation grounds on a Saturday morning, to discuss 
ideas and CBC land/ plans for the area.  The ROSPA report actions should be addressed by the 
handyman.  The bin base at the recreation ground needs to be removed.  It was queried whether 
the bin that wasn’t replaced at the recreation ground could be replaced outside the shop. 

o Action: Contact Cllr Versallion to arrange a date to visit the recreation ground. 
o Action: Contact the handyman and provide the ROSPA report.  Schedule works in order of 

priority. 
o Action: Contact CBC regarding the bin base at the recreation ground and the bin outside 

the shop. 
b. Matters relating to the A5.   (none) 
c. Planning application CB/TCA/19/00456 – no comment. 
d. Christmas planning – Christmas tree and lights.  It was agreed to purchase lights from Festive 

lights.  A resident said that she may be able to source a 18ft for under £150 Christmas tree via a 
personal contact.  The council were happy to accept this offer. 

082. Matters for Resolution 

a. Sub-committee policy.  The Clerk explained that there could be no sub committees as there are 
no committees.  Committees need to be minuted and councillors attend the meeting.  The Clerk 
suggested that working parties were formed, which do not have the same requirements, e.g. the 
meetings do not need to be public and minuted. It would be advisable for councillors to attend 
meetings of the working party.  The working party would not be able to be given a grant by the PC 
unless it had a charitable status, however, they would be able to come to the council with 
recommendations and if acceptable the council would agree and action these, if within the 
powers of HPC.  The clerk has produced a draft document outlining the roles and parameters of 
working parties for the council to review. 

b. Public litter bin outside the village shop.  As mentioned in item 081.a.  It was discussed whether 
McDonalds would help provide a bin as much of the waste problems is from McDonalds food 
containers.  

o Action: Contact McDonalds to see if they would be open to the idea of assisting with 
purchasing a bin for the shop, cc’ing it to higher up in the franchise. 

c. Renewal of grounds maintenance contract: 6 tenders have been receieved.  The councillors wish 
to meet up with Village Garden Services before the tenders are decided. 

o Action: Meeting with Cllrs Scott and Dickens to be arranged with Village Garden Services 
prior to acceptance of contract.  Add to next meeting’s agenda. 
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d. Wildflower areas. To be moved to a subsequent meeting. 

e. Gutters and water surface drains.  Highways England were contacted regarding the areas that are 
flooding on the A5.  The clerk asked for residents to send photos to the HPC email address to use 
as evidence and show exactly where the flooding is taking place. 

f. Jobs for the handyman.  The handyman has been contacted and agreed to look at the electrics for 
the Christmas tree lights as a priority. The ROSPA report has several items that need actioning by 
the handyman. 

o Action: Clerk to liaise with handyman regarding items on the ROSPA report and obtain 
dates for completion.  

g. Parish Council website.  Simplink Solutions have been working hard on producing the HPC website 
and much of the website is complete.  The councillors wish to meet with the producer, Barrie, to 
discuss the look and content of the website so far. 

o Action: Invite Barrie Simpson to next meeting, arrange with school to have audio-visual 
equipment available if needed. 

h. Zip wire at the recreational ground replacement quotes.  Replacement quotes were given, 
however, most did not include installation.  It was queried whether if the handyman were to 
install the zip wire it would be insured.  The council agreed to the quote given by Fenland Leisure 
Services, along with other items that need attention in the recreation ground. 

o Action.  Contact Fenland Leisure to arrange works in the recreation ground. 

i. Sign off Website Policy.  The policy needs amending on page one from ‘Heath and Reach’ to 
‘Hockliffe’, it was agreed and signed off. 

j. Registration of Data Protection to Information Commission Office.  It was queried as to whether 
we are signed on to this service already, Cllr P Scott said that they had looked into this in the past. 

o Action: Check previous emails and bank statements to see if this is case. 

071. Planning. 

 a. Neighbourhood Plan Update.  As discussed in standing orders (item 078). 

b. Local Plan Update.  As discussed in standing orders (item 078). 

c. Planning applications. 3 The Square, Watling Street, Hockliffe, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 9NB 
CB/19/03718/FULL. A hard copy of the plans and documents were not available at the time of the 
of the meeting.  It was agreed that as the property was listed the Conservation Officer for CBC 
would have the appropriate response for the works proposed. No comment. 

072. Correspondence received (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 

 Road closures on Eggington High Street 2-24th December; M1: 23rd November, 7th December, 11th, 18th 
and 25th January, and 1st February were reported. 

An email congratulating the Poppies for Armistice Day was read out. 
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074. Finance 

 a. Budget 2020/21. It was agreed to discuss this next meeting (December) 
b. Cheques authorised for payment: 

 Date  Cheque 
no 

Company Description Amount 

11/11/2019 1694 Traditional Gate Co.  Church Gate  £733.00  

11/11/2019 1695 Shefford Council Clerk Cemetery Training  £80.00  

11/11/2019 1696 Simpink Web design Website   £595.00  

11/11/2019 1697 Kall Kwik Hockliffe Herald  £397.00  

11/11/2019 1698 Mazars  external audit  £360.00  

11/11/2019 1699 C Washbrook  Clerk Salary  £240.00  

11/11/2019 1700 CBC  Hall hire £27.00 

11/11/2019 1701 BATPC Audit training for Clerk & Cllr P 
Scott 

£80.00 

 

  

075. Date of Next Meeting and Items for the Agenda 

 The next scheduled meeting, is Monday 11th December 2019 at 7.00pm. 

Items for next meeting’s agenda:  

• Budget items 

• Renewal of grounds maintenance contract 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 
 
11th November 2019        Signed ….......................................... 
 
3 The Square, Watling Street, Hockliffe, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 9NB CB/19/03718/FULL 
 


