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www.hockliffepc.org.uk 

 

Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 10th 
July 2023  

Councillors Present: Cllrs R Scott (Chair), R Wuczke, P Edwards & R Alexander 
 
Clerk: C Underhay  
  

 33: To receive apologies for absence: 
All Councillors were present at the meeting 

 

 34: Declarations of Interest: 
No Declarations of Interest were received. 
 

35: Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on 19th June 
2023:  

It was proposed by Cllr Scott & seconded by Cllr Edwards that the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th June 2023 were approved as a true 
record. This was then resolved by all Councillors. 

 

  36: CBC Cllr Mark Versallion Report: 
 Cllr Versallion was unable to attend. 

 

  37: Public Forum: 
A resident noted that the Blooming Hockliffe team had done well with 
the flower displays. 
A resident asked about the notice boards – could they be updated? It 
was noted that apart from regulatory information in the main notice 
board, they have not really been updated. The resident asked if more 
community news could be included. The Chair asked that notice boards 
& community news letter is put on the next agenda. Cllr Alexander asked 
if the Neighbourhood Plan could be included on the next agenda – Cllr 
Edwards noted that with so few Parish Councillors, he considered that it 
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would be wise for the Parish Council to concentrate on fewer important 
initiatives – instead of concentrating on a lot of things, and then not 
achieving anything. 
 

38: Matters arising from the Minutes not dealt with               
elsewhere on the agenda: 

The Chair noted the following updates: 
Police – still no further response from Police Community support 
liaison officer – other than an away message. The Clerk will chase 
again. 
Unregistered land by the park and Cllr Versallion not answering 
resident’s emails – this was to be discussed with Cllr Versallion, but he 
was unable to attend – pended until the next meeting. 
Memorial offer by a resident  – The Clerk have been back in contact 
with the resident – and he likes the idea proposed at the last meeting 
and has asked for a price – Mrs Underhay will take this forward on 
behalf of the Council. 
Update from email regarding trees from the park overgrowing a 
garden and a house – The Clerk has asked 3 time for photos from the 
resident – he has not responded – so the matter will be closed unless 
the resident re-contacts us. 

 

      39: Planning – Applications received: 
 The Chair advised of the following applications: 
            CB/23/01838/Full – Bull Farm 
            CB/23/01775/Full – Goose Lodge 
 

CB/23/01838/Full – Bull Farm – this was originally discussed at last 
month’s meeting – however, as the application is still open for 
comments, the Council wished to amend its response following an email 
from a resident. It was proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr 
Edwards that we respond by saying that we would like to know exactly 
what is meant by “flexible commercial” – i.e., what is the exact usage 
being proposed – before we formally respond. This was then resolved by 
all Councillors. 
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CB/23/01175/Full – Goose Lodge – It was proposed by the Chair, and 
seconded by Cllr Alexander that we object on the basis that the proposal 
is in a conservation area, and would cause damage to a historic hedge. 
This was then resolved by all Councillors. 

 

      40: A5 Petition Update: 
Cllr Edwards updated the Meeting with progress: 
Our MP Andrew Selous has agreed to present the Petition to the House 
of Commons as we originally intended – with responses only from those 
that live within the Parish of Hockliffe.  
There is no lower age limit for a respondent.  
In preparation Cllr Edwards has purchased clip boards. 
We now need volunteers to present the petition to residents. The Chair 
and Cllr Wuczke considered that the best option would be to put a 
notice on our Web site and on our Facebook page – however, to deter 
detractors, have the comments switched off. Cllr Edwards agreed to 
write this post and forward to the Clerk. Volunteers would be asked to 
contact the Clerk. 
Cllr Edwards suggested that it would be a good idea to break Hockliffe 
up into zones for the volunteers. The volunteers would then be invited 
to an Extraordinary Meeting to be held on 28th July 2023 (please see 
finance section below) 
Enough copies of the petition would need to be printed. 
The above course of action was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Cllr 
Wuczke, and resolved by all Councillors. 
 

    41: Handyman: 
Cllr Alexander (handyman) updated regarding the clearing of the 
churchyard path and the MUGA. The issue with a bowser was that it 
needed an industrial hook-up – and we do not readily have a vehicle 
with this. He then contacted a Company that could do the work for us, 
and has not received a response. The Chair suggested a strong 
weedkiller for the Churchyard path – and asked the Clerk to approach 
Goldleaf to see if they can do (& how much) – Cllr Wuczke suggested an 
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outside cleaner for the MUGA and the Chair asked the Clerk to see if 
quotes could be arranged. 
Cllr Edwards noted that the bench opposite the Harvester and in the 
Parish Cemetery need oiling. 

 

    42: Finance: 
            The Chair asked the Clerk to speak.  

 

1. To authorise accounts for payment: 
It was resolved that the following amounts could be paid: 
 

Chq no Amount (£) Payee 

2047  37.49  A Alexander - Blooming Hockliffe 

2048  51.00  R Alexander - Replacement of chq 2040 (destroyed) 

2049  18.95  P Edwards - Clipboards for petition 

2050  112.50 R Alexander - Handyman Labour 

2051  174.00 K & S Crook - Blooming Hockliffe 

2052  91.98  C Underhay - Expenses  

2053  636.06  Goldleaf - Aug maintenance  

2054  636.06 Goldleaf - July maintenance 

2055  70.00  BATPC - New cllr training (Richard and Rebecca)  

2056  299.90 C Underhay - salary (dated 1/8) 

2057  177.60 HMRC  - clerk tax (dated 1/8) 

The items above for Councillor training and clipboards for the 

petition are outside of budget. All payments were proposed by the 
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Chair and seconded by Cllr Alexander and resolved by all 

Councillors (including non-budgetary items). 

A £26 standing order was paid to the clerk on 1st June for working 

at home allowance. A credit of £33.18 was received on 30th June in 

respect of bank interest. Clerk pay – as agreed at last month’s 

meeting Jeremy Fieldhouse-Allen now carries out this task. His 

charges are £10.25 per month. With a £25 set up fee – all paid by 

direct debit. Agreement was proposed by the Chair and seconded 

by Cllr Alexander and then resolved by all Councillors 

2. Account Balances & Budget. To review summary of spend 
against budget: 
June’s reconciliation was presented. At the end of June, we had 
spent 23% of expected budget – with 25% of the financial year 
passed. Bank balances as at 30th June 2023 – Current account - 
£27,679.41 - savings account £35138.05.  
 

3. To appoint internal auditor: 
Resolution to appoint Lizzie Barnicoat as internal auditor. Lizzie is 
CilCA and MAAT qualified and is Clerk to 3 parish councils in 
Bedfordshire (Elstow, Renhold and Wilstead). She carried out 
several internal audits for Bedfordshire PC’s and comes 
recommended by BATPC. Fee is £90. Appointment was proposed by 
Cllr Edwards and seconded by Cllr Wuckze, and resolved by all 
Councillors. 
The Clerk advised that Ms Barnicoat suggested it would take a 
maximum of two weeks to complete the audit – and that as we 
were already outside of the regulatory timescale for submission of 
our Accounts, we should hold an Extraordinary Meeting to agree 
the submission (as it wont wait to September’s meeting). The Chair 
agreed - and noted the additional need noted in item 40 above – 
and proposed 7pm on 28th July – venue to be decided (as the school 
will be closed). Finance and the petition will be the only two 
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business items on the agenda. This was seconded by Cllr Wuczke 
and resolved by all Councillors. 
 

4. S106 funds update: 
The Clerk advised that he was having difficulty obtaining additional 
quotations for tarmac in the park due to time constraints during the 
working day. Cllr Edwards said he would take this forward. 
The Minutes from May read that Cllr Edwards would conduct a 
review of s106 funds and funds in reserve – it was noted by Cllr 
Edwards that this review was redundant for now, as the Council had 
resolved to use the S106 funds for tarmac – and until we have 
agreed a quotation, we do now know how this will impact funds in 
reserve. 
 

5. Review of Contracts: 
The Clerk advised he had not progressed this further – and it will be 
included on the next agenda. 

43: Village Hall: 
Cllr Alexander noted that as far as he could see, the village hall 
committee has no standing in the Parish Council (it is not a 
subcommittee – but a separate group with charitable status). Cllr 
Edwards advised that he really wanted to see some transparency – for 
example, to be able to view the Minutes. This is important, because the 
Parish Council has agreed to hold funds in reserve – and so there is a 
financial implication to us – as well as the proposed site is on Parish 
Council land.  
 

  44: Correspondence Received (for information only): 

The Chair advised that we had received an email about a planning 
application – this prompted the review of the planning application in 
item 39 above. 
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The Chair also advised he has been on contact with National Highways as 
the speed cameras were still not operational. The only outstanding item 
is to remove some vegetation – the Chair was given confidence that this 
will not take too long. 

 

    45: Items for inclusion in the next agenda: 
The Chair asked that the unregistered land next to the park is added to 
the next agenda. 
 
  The meeting closed at 8.40pm 

  Colin Underhay – Clerk – 16th July 2023 

 

 

Signed as a true copy……………………. (R Scott - Chair) 11th September 2023 
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