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Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 11
December 2023

Councillors Present: Cllrs R Scott (Chair), R Wuczke, R Alexander & P Edwards

Clerk: C Underhay

Guest: Cllr M Versallion (CBC Ward Councillor); Vanessa Adu (Balfour Beatty);
Will Edwards & Anish Pancholi (National Highways)

90: To receive apologies for absence:
All Councillors were present at the meeting.

91: Declarations of Interest:
No Declarations of Interest were received.

92: A5

Ms Adu was invited to speak by the Chair. She went over plans for night
time closures of the M1 (11 nights) and the diversion routes including
the control of traffic through Hockliffe. It was noted by the Council that
other than the first night, the diversion has been successful, with limited
traffic using the A5 through Hockliffe. The Council also recorded its
appreciation that acknowledgement of the issues Hockliffe face with M1
closures have now been taken seriously by National Highways. Ms Adu
also advised that speeding vehicles had been caught with the new
cameras, and the police advised her that speeding tickets would be
going out. It was also noted that further closures are “pencilled” in for
January, July, and November 2024 — and that a similar approach to
diversions and traffic control will take place at these times.
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93: Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on 9" October
2023:

94:

It was proposed by ClIr Scott & seconded by Clir Edwards that the
Minutes of the Meeting’s held on 9™ October 2023 were approved as a
correct record. This was then resolved by all Councillors present.

CBC Clir Mark Versallion Report:

Clir Versallion reported as follows:

Speed limit outside the school — a further assessment is to take place,
organised by the new head of CBC Highways (Gary Powell).

Council Tax — the draft budget shows that this will be increased by 5% -
there is a huge need within CBC for additional expenditure on special-
needs children.

Development site next to the school — Clir Alexander noted that in his
opinion, after he had seen draft plans for HAS02, more than 40 homes
will be built — ClIr Versallion had no comment on the matter.

95: Public Forum:

A resident asked if the Council could allocate funds so we could
“outsource” some work, such as notice board maintenance. The Chair
noted that the Handyman (Cllr Alexander) will be maintaining the
noticeboards in the short term. The resident asked if we could afford
new notice boards. The Councillors discussed the number of
noticeboards we need — bearing in mind that the new owners of the
village stores have asked to remove the noticeboard we have there. Clir
Edwards agreed that he will look at the Communications Policy as it
needs updating — with consideration of a newsletter of some kind in
mind — this review will include suggestions regarding noticeboard uses.
The matter is to be deferred to the February meeting.
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96: Matters arising from the Minutes not dealt with

elsewhere on the agenda:
The Chair noted the following updates:

Quote from MW Agri Ltd — it was agreed to appoint for 1 cut at the last
meeting — not completed yet (time of year) — Clerk to arrange

Cemetery (re-mapping) — quotes still being received, and will not be
ready to bring back to PC meeting until February 2024.

97: Co-option of new Councillors:
The Chair advised that we need to co-op new Councillors, as we do not

have enough. This item will be included as a standing item moving
forward in case there is interest.

98: Meeting dates for 2024/25:

The Chair circulated the proposed meeting dates for 2024/25. He
formally proposed the dates, and they were seconded by ClIr Alexander,
and resolved by all Councillors. The Clerk will post the dates on our
website/notice board.

99: Planning — Applications received:
The Chair advised that the only planning application received as
CB/23/03304/Full. This was received during the period of delegation,
and no comment was recorded after consultation with Councillors

100: Finance:
The Chair asked the Clerk to speak.

1. To authorise accounts for payment:
It was resolved that the following amounts could be paid:

Cheque Amount to For
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2078 £266.90 C Underhay Salary — October

2079 £177.60 HMRC Clerk tax

2080 £150.96 A Alexander Community items

2081 £390.00 Mike Humphries Christmas tree

2082 £636.06 Goldleaf November maintenance
2083 £21.04 M Underhay Community items

2084 £412.50 K&S Crook Blooming Hockliffe
2085 £200 N Carter Christmas Event (Harvester)
2086 602.90 C Underhay Salary — November*
2087 435.62 HMRC Clerk tax

2088 £137.03 A Alexander Community items

2089 £49.90 G &J Lane Blooming Hockliffe

All the above were paid under delegated authority approved at the October
meeting. All payments were within budget or previously agreed resolutions

*Included pay rise backdated to April 2024

To authorise:

2090 £59.99 P Edwards Purchase of Microsoft 365*
2091 £636.06 Goldleaf — Dec Maintenance

2092 £64 CBC School hire — Oct & Dec meeting
2093 £18.50 M Underhay Christmas
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2094 CBC Hall hire for additional meeting
*Purchased with publisher to for community newsletter (outside of budget)

A £26 standing order for working at home allowance was paid to C Underhay
on 1% September and October. A £10.25 direct debit was paid to Clear
Methods (payroll administration) on 11" & 20" September 2023 and 19
October 2023.

Payment of all the above was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Clir
Alexander, and then resolved by all Councillors.

Credits received as follows:
2" September 2023 - £2006.55 — VAT Refund
29" September 2023 - £40.57 — interest
31% October 2023 - £36.88 — interest

2" November 2023 - £19,664 — S106 funds

2. Account Balances & Budget. To review summary of

spend against budget:

As at 30" November, we are on track to meet budget for the end
of the financial year. Account balances at 30" November, current
account balance - £24258.66 and savings account balance is -
£25,327.05. Now we have had the S106 funds in from CBC, it was
proposed that we transfer £10000 from our current account to
our savings account. This was proposed by Cllr Edwards and
seconded by the Chair. This was then resolved by all Councillors.

3. Annual review of Financial Regulations Policy:
After discussion, it was proposed by Cllir Edwards and seconded by
the Chair that this policy is renewed for 12 months. This was then
resolved by all Councillors.
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2024/25 Budget including agreement of Precept:

The Chair presented the budget proposal for 2024/25. After
discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Wuczke, and seconded by ClIr
Alexander, that the budget was accepted. Acceptance of this
means that the Precept amount per property does not need to be
changed — and it was proposed by Cllr Wuczke, and seconded by
Clir Alexander that the precept remains unchanged at £56.80.
There are 2 additional household — so this will mean the Precept
income of £23,004 — thus meeting our expenditure requirements.
Both proposals were then resolved by all Councillors.

101: Annual review of the following policies:

The following policies were discussed, and approved for renewal
for 12 montbhs:

Grant application policy

Safeguarding and Child Protection

Scheme of Delegation

Standing Orders

Village Green infringement Policy

Website Management Policy

It was noted by Councillors Edwards that the following links were
broken on the Website Management Policy — Events page and A5
(how to report a problem).

Renewal of all the above was proposed by Clir Edwards, seconded
by the Chair and resolved by all Councillors.

102: Application to place a bench in the Cemetery:

The Chair noted an application had been received from Mr Oliver,
via his daughter. This was discussed and approved (proposed by
Cllr Edwards, seconded by the Chair, and resolved by all
Councillors). The only condition (other than the detail in the
application) is that the bench is light oak- and does not fade.
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103: Village Notice Boards:

Dealt with in item 95 above
104: Village Hall:

Standing item — nothing to report at this meeting.

105: Christmas:

The Chair advised that this was well attended and he thanked
everyone involved for their work. It was proposed by the chair,
seconded by ClIr Alexander, and resolved by all Councillors
present that a gift (maximum £20) is given to Santa and the singer.
The Clerk will arrange this. Cllr Alexander suggested a larger event
next year — and asked about the possibility of street lights. Both to
be discussed when we plan the event for next year.

106: Handyman:

The Handyman reported that he had taken down the swing in the
park that was damaged — quotes will be arranged to replace,
possibly to include a disabled swing.

The Chair noted that we will continue with the current Handyman

arrangement until renewal of his insurance next year. A formal
review will then take place.

107: Development of HAS26:

The Char noted he has included this as a standing item — nothing
to report at this meeting.

108: The Park:

Cllr Edwards advised no further update regarding the unregistered
land by the park whilst CBC are trying to resolve. They will not give
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us permission to undertake work on the land — including essential
maintenance work.

109: Correspondence Received (for information only):

None

110: Items for inclusion in the next agenda:
None — communication policy & community newsletter to be in
February meeting

The meeting closed at 10pm
Colin Underhay — Clerk — 1t January 2024

Signed as a true copy......ceveevverreennnen. (R Scott - Chair) 8" January 2024
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