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Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 17th April 2023 – 
7PM  

Councillors Present: Cllrs R Scott (Chair), P Scott, D Coleman & R Alexander 
 
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs P Dickens & R Reyland 
 
Clerk: C Underhay  Various residents were also present. 
 

1: Introduction: 
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed all invited guests. The Chair will invite 
questions after each report. 

 

2: Approval of the Minutes of the APM held on 9th May 2022: 
The Minutes were signed as a true reflection of the meeting. 

 

3: Parish Reports: 
 Chairman’s Annual Report: 

This meeting marks another year I have spent as Chair of Hockliffe Parish Council. We 
have had an eventful year, which has included the celebrations for Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee, with a highly successful event at Hockliffe 
recreation ground, led by Cllr Lisa Antonini and keenly assisted by the ladies of 
Blooming Hockliffe, the Church and other volunteers.  A few months later this was 
sadly followed by the death of our beloved Queen and a period of mourning 
followed. 
Further work has been done with our plight that is the A5.  This has included 
meetings between myself, our MP Andrew Selous and National Highways.  Following 
a meeting that was held down a resident’s cellar with the forementioned, National 
Highways have agreed to install Average Speed Cameras through the village to 
address the speed of vehicles once they have passed the lights and to slow lorries 
down at night which will hopefully stop our homes from shaking.  Residents have 
now had a letter to confirm that work will commence on the 24th April.  Since the 
announcement we had an impromptu visit from the Minister for Roads, Richard 
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Holden MP, Kevin Collins CBC Portfolio Holder, our Ward Councillor Mark Versallion 
and our MP Andrew Selous all of whom championed the forthcoming installation and 
could also see our need for de-trunking although that is more of a long term goal. 
Residents may be aware of the increase in solar farms locally, we have been able to 
negotiate with a company who will be installing a solar farm this year on land off 
Church Lane a sum of £5,000 per annum for the next 30 years, this money is to be 
spent by the Parish Council and will help boost our funds. 
We have recently welcomed Richard Alexander back to the Parish Council and we are 
delighted that he has chosen to stand in our forthcoming election.  Our other new 
member Rebecca Reyland who I am pleased to say is also standing on May 4th.   
Richard, Rebecca and myself are also Village Hall trustees and Richard is heavily 
involved in obtaining plans and a new quote for a village hall to be built at our 
recreation ground.  This will also enable us to install much needed CCTV for the area. 
Remembrance was once again celebrated throughout the village with decorations 
put up by Blooming Hockliffe, we also had the addition of a new “Women in War” 
Metal statue alongside our existing Tommy. 
Our Christmas Tree lighting ceremony went ahead as usual with Santa handing out 
presents at the Harvester, our thanks go to Natalie and the team who provided 
mulled wine and mince pies for the occasion. 
We continue to deliver the normal services of a Parish Council, including the 
maintenance of our recreation ground, cemetery and churchyard.  Our Clerk Colin 
Underhay has continued to keep us all inline this year and performs his duties 
seamlessly.  This includes all of our policies and procedures, and this year has seen a 
record return in VAT. 
I look forward to the year ahead where we will observe the Coronation of our new 
King and see the fruition of some of our hard work. 

 
 

 A5: 
 
 This was included in the Chair’s Report 
   

 Hockliffe Helping Hands (delivered by the Clerk): 
 
 The following tasks were carried out during the year: 
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 52 jobs in total (15 people helped – 8 drivers) 
 23 shopping 
 9 Hospital trips 
 2 Drs/Dentist 
 10 signposting 
 4 prescriptions collecting 
 3 odd jobs 
 1 befriending 
 

 St Nicholas Church Report (read by the Clerk): 
 

The church of St Nicholas, Hockliffe has had a richly varied year that has offered 
many events, challenges, moments of real joy and times of great sadness. 

 
We have had  
4 funerals 
2 Baptisms 
18 (on average) congregants per service. 

 
Events: 

 
At the village Platinum Jubilee event we had a raffle which raised £98 and a plant 
stall which raised £93.98. 

 
The cream teas afternoon in May 2022 was successful and raised just under £200 

 
The Harvest Supper in the church in October 2022 was well attended by people from 
the village. 

 
In November 2022 there was a moving Service of Remembrance carried out at the 
war graves in the churchyard. 

 
In December 2022 the Patronal Supper for St Nicholas was kindly hosted By Paul and 
Julia Dickens at The Grange. This was a delightful evening of good food, wine, music 
and fellowship. 
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Also, in December we held our service of Carols by Candlelight after a gap of 3 years. 
The service was enjoyed by more than 50 people 

 
 

The Challenges:  
 

The fabric of the church continues to be a real concern. The repairs to crumbling 
masonry, the leaking windows and old drainage still continue to defeat the very 
strenuous efforts at fundraising, which can not keep pace with the galloping rate of 
inflation in the price of both labour and materials. The cost of repairs stands 
currently at more than £130,000 with the cost of urgent repairs standing at £78,000. 

 
The PCC is very keen to open the church every day. But a risk assessment carried in 
July 2022 showed that in order to make the church thief- proof some work needs to 
be carried out. This work is in hand. 

 
The lack of a church or village hall in Hockliffe has made outreach from the church to 
the village a considerable and continual challenge. 

 
Father Noel took a sabbatical from 2 January to 30 March 2023. We were able to 
maintain our usual services with the help of retired clergy whilst Father Noel was in 
Malawi. However, we were very pleased to welcome back a refreshed and re-
energised Father Noel from his sabbatical. 

 
Moments of Joy: 

 
In May 2022 Bishop Richard, Bishop of Bedford, attended our PCC meeting. 
Bishop Richard thanked everyone for what had been done during the 2 years of the 
pandemic. He then read to us a bible passage from Matthew chapter 14, verses 13 to 
21, (the story of the feeding of the 5,000) and we discussed what words in this 
passage meant to us. 

 
Also in May, Bob Walters made an application for a grant for drainage works from 
the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust.  This was successful and we have been 
offered a grant of £10,000. 
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In September2022 a new family service was launched. This takes place at 3pm on the 
4th Sunday of the month at Eggington Village Hall. It has been well attended and 
enjoyed greatly by the children. 

 

In his November inspection the Archdeacon, David Middlebrook congratulated St 
Nicholas Church on its small but significant growth in congregation numbers, 
particularly at the family Communion Service on the second Sunday of each month. 

 
In March Bob Walters was able to announce the offer of a grant for church from the 
Mrs B L Robinson’s Charitable Trust. The grant is for £10,000. 

 
 

Moments of Sadness: 
 

It is with great sadness that we have to report the passing of Robert (Bob)Walters, 
suddenly on Saturday 1st April 2023. He will be greatly missed by his family and the 
whole congregation of St Nicholas Church. 
Bob who has worked tirelessly and generously for the Church, particularly as a 
member of the PCC. He was totally committed to the search for grants to enable 
repairs to the church. 
Bob, was a real gentleman, who will be remembered for his good humour and 
positive approach to life. 

The funeral service will take place on Wednesday 19th April 2023, at St Nicholas 
Church, Hockliffe – 12:00 p.m. 

The family has asked that donations be made to Diabetes UK 

Roger Spalding -Church Warden 

Brian Speller -Church warden 
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 Cemetery Report (Clerk): 
There were 2 interments during the year 2022.  
Both cemeteries have been maintained during the year. 

 
 

Blooming Hockliffe (Mandie Underhay): 
Many plants died during the year due to the harsh winter. Moving forward, summer 
plants are due to be planted later in May – and help is going to be sought from 
residents.  

 

Any Other Business: 
 There was no other business. The Chair closed the meeting at 7.30.  
 
  
 Colin Underhay – Clerk – 29th April 2023 

 

            

           Signed as a true copy……………………. (Chair of the Parish Council)   15th April 2024 
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