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Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13th 
October 2025 

Councillors Present: Cllr Wuczke, Mel Richards & Mike Richards 
 
Clerk: C Underhay  
  

85:   To receive apologies for absence: 
Cllr Alexander apologised for his absence. The meeting was therefore 
chaired by Cllr Wuczke as vice chair. 
 

86:   Declarations of Interest: 

Cllr Wuczke declared an interest as she is a current trustee of the Village 
Hall Charity. Cllr Mel & Mike Richards declared an interest in planning 
application CB/25/02818 as the property is next door to them. 
 

87:   CBC Cllr Mark Versallion Report: 
 Cllr Versallion reported as follows: 

He has held his surgery in The Harvester earlier this evening.  A resident 
asked if he could advertise these on his Facebook page in future, and he 
said he would.  
A date is still pending from CBC re the advisory 20mph sign outside the 
school. 
Central Government will be reducing the amount they pay to CBC by 
£23m next year. Large savings will need to be made by the Council. 
CBC have dropped the proposal that cafés would have to pay £500 PA to 
have seating outside their premises. 
A resident asked about the Tidy Tips (regarding the limit of 12 visits per 
year). Cllr Versallion advised that he considered this would increase fly 
tipping – however, he also noted that a possible future Conservative led 
Council may not reverse the decision. 

 

88:   Public Forum: 
No items 
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89:   Approval of Minutes of the meetings held on 8th 
September 2025:  

Cllr Wuczke proposed that the minutes of the meetings held on 8th 
September 2025 were approved, this was seconded by the Cllr Mel 
Richards, and resolved by all Councillors present. 

 

90:   Matters arising from the Minutes not dealt with                 
elsewhere on the agenda: 

No matters were discussed. 
 

91: Village Events: 
Cllr Mel Richards reported on the forthcoming Christmas Event. This is to 
take place on 7th December 2025 at the Harvester 4.30 – 6.30pm. The 
Harvester have agreed to supply mulled wine and mince pies. Low level 
snack items will be provided by the Parish Council – including sweets 
whilst the children are waiting to see Santa. Hot chocolate will also be 
provided. Audit of presents taking place, and new presents will be 
purchased to ensure we have enough. Cllr Mel Richards and Cllr Wuczke 
will arrange and build Santa’s Grotto – and some new decorations will 
be purchased. Cllr Wuczke will approach Cllr Alexander to see if he will 
be Santa. 
The Christmas tree has been arranged and chosen by Cllr Wuczke and 
Cllr Mel Richards. This is a 13ft tree. It will be delivered in late November 
for erection on 29th or 30th November. It was proposed by Cllr Wuczke 
that we ask (& pay) Lee Harris to lead the tree erection exercise – this 
was seconded by Cllr Mel Richards and resolved by all Councillors 
present. The Clerk will contact him. 
Cllr Mike Richards proposed we pay a grant of £150 to Hockliffe Lower 
School so they can purchase a Christmas tree – and additional 
decorations. This was seconded by Cllr Wuczke and resolved by all 
Councillors present. 
 
Summer Event – no update from last meeting. Cllr Wuczke asked that 
this is not put back on the agenda until January 2026. 
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92: Village Hall: 
Cllr Wuczke advised that the Accounts for the Charity are with the 
auditor presently. A file containing documents was passed to the Clerk 
for review and to report back at the next meeting. The Council should be 
able to make a formal resolution at November’s meeting following 
advice from the Clerk. 

 

93: Planning – Applications received: 
The Vice Chair advised of two applications: 
CB/25/02283 7 Bull Farm Close erection of single-story dwelling – this 
was discussed last month and the Council recommended approval. A 
letter has been received from CBC to say that they are minded to reject 
the application and asked if the Council wanted to make further 
comment. The view of all Councillors present was that a further 
comment should be made to say that we do not understand why CBC 
would want to reject. 
CB/25/02818/FULL – Watling House – erection of 2 storey rear 
extension. Two Councillors had expressed an interest in this application. 
With only one remaining Councillor (so no Quorum), the matter could 
not be discussed further.  

 

94: Cemetery Matters: 
The following matters were discussed: 
1. Flooding Issue – The work agreed last month has been completed, 

and inspected by the Clerk – and deemed satisfactory. It was 
proposed by Cllr Mike Richards, and seconded by Cllr Wuczke that 
that the invoice for £9168 was paid. This was then resolved by all 
Councillors present. The Councillors asked the Clerk to contact Lee 
Harris to quote for repair of the grass cover in the cemetery (as grass 
seed has been spread – it may need more that this). 

2. Mr Inwards responded to say that our suggestion of a new bench 
being placed where the “spoils” are was very acceptable (in the 
Spring). The Clerk advised that the annual memorial check had taken 
place at the end of August with no issues to report. 
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 95: Finance: 
 The Chair asked the Clerk to speak. 

1. To authorise accounts for payment: 
It was resolved that the following amounts could be paid: 

Cheque Amount (£)  To   For 

2218                   322.15                 C Underhay             Clerk Salary 
2219                   214.40                  HMRC                      Clerk tax      
2220                   252.00                  B Simpson              Web services 
2221                   1349.58               Goldleaf                  * 
2222                   9168.00               STD Civils Ltd          Work at the cemetery  
2223                   324.00                 M J Humphries       Christmas Tree 
2224                   665.00                  Lee Harris               Oct Maintenance 
2225                   600.00                  Janet Dashwood    Storage 
2226       150.00  Hockliffe School Grant 

* Replacement of uncashed (lost) cheques 2187 & 2193 – both for £674.79 

Payment of he above was proposed by Cllr Wuczke, seconded by 
Cllr Mike Richards, and resolved by all Councillors present.  

A standing order for £26 was paid to C Underhay on 1st August and 
1st September for working at home allowance. A direct debit for 
£11.25 was paid to Clear Methods on 20th August and 20th 
September 2025 for payroll administration.  
Credit interest of £27.60 was paid to us on 31st August 2025, and 
£30.48 on 30th September 2025. A credit of £4034.35 was received 
on 9th September in relation to VAT refund. 
The Final Notice of the Annual Return was posted on 24th 
September 2025. 
 

2. Account Balances & Budget. To review summary of 
spend against budget: 
As at 30th September 2025, Current account balance - £15600.21, 
and savings account balance £33145.06. We have spent 57% of 
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our budget with 50% of the financial year gone – however, larger 
bills are due at the beginning of the year, so not considered a risk 

 

 96: A5: 
No report. 

 

 97: The Park: 
Mr Stanbridge advised that he would go and look at the memorial 
bench, as it may have been damaged. Cllr Wuczke advised that she 
would like to see some new benches (picnic table type) to replace the 
broken ones. She will come with some quotes for discussion to the next 
meeting. 
 

 98: Storage: 
Cllr Mike Richards advised that he will purchase some racking for the 
storage facility. This was agreed by all Councillors present – the amount 
will be below £500 (the amount needing additional quotes). 

 99: Correspondence Received (for information only): 

None 

100: Items for inclusion in the next agenda: 

None 
 

The meeting closed at 8.20pm 

 

Colin Underhay, Clerk – 14th October 2025 

 

 

Signed as a true copy………………………. (Chair) 10th November 2025 
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